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Chimney sweep’s work toda

From Page 1E

The metal products usually come
with a 25-year warranty, so this
isn’t something that happens
quickly. But your heating appli-
ances will last longer if they're
properly cared for.”

Moreover, Rutter said, many peo-
ple complain of the odor of ash and
creosote that comes from the down-
draft in chimneys during spring.

“Attic fans can create an inver-
sion of air in chimneys and fill a
house with this odor,” he said.

Summer can also be a good time
to tend to chimney waterproofing
and masonry repair. There are five
full-time chimney sweeps working
in Henderson County, and each of
them can perform these services in
addition to cleaning chimneys.

“Summer is a good time to do
waterproofing,” said Mark Ander-
son, who has been in the chimney
sweep business for about two and
one half years, “and to install caps
to protect your system.

“For waterproofing, you have to
have the right temperature and the
right number of dry days for the
work to have enough time to cure.”

Many of the crowns on chimneys
in this area, Anderson said, have
used just a thin layer of the same
mortar mix used to build the chim-
ney. The crown is supposed to be
several inches thick and composed
of waterproof cement.

If the crown is not waterproof,

- moisture can accumulate through-
out the chimney, including the
damper and firebox or stove. This
moisture can rust out a stove or
damper. What’s worse, when bricks
have been collecting moisture all
spring and summer and a fire is lit
in the fall, the bricks will crack
threatening the homeowner’s
safety.

“People are more apt to get better
service now,”’ Anderson added.
“Sweeps aren’t as busy right now

and they can take more time to
check out a system thoroughly.”

Patti Dayton, an office manager
for Lord George Chimney Sweeps
on Mills Gap Road, said she usually
books 50 chimney cleaning jobs ev-
ery Sept. 1.

George Kufhner, who owns the
business, said that he keeps two
sweeping. crews and one chimney
relining crew busy in a three-county
area every fall trying to serve cus-
tomers from a list of 5,000 clients.

That can leave professional chim-
ney sweeps little time to make sure
their customers’ systems are clean
and safe before cold weather sets in.

It can also attract many people
who don’t work as chimney sweeps
year-round to the business.

“We have seasonally, people who
take this on as an extra job,” Rutter
said. “Those people are many times
not certified and haven’t kept up
with changes in the field.”

“We call them brush jockeys or
flu-by-nights,” said Clint Bernard,
of Morganton. Bernard has been
president of The North Carolina
Guild of Professional Chimney
Sweeps for about three years.

The guild requires its members to
pass a three-level exam to become
certified.

This includes a written exam cov-
ering building codes and common
sense questions relating to wood
burning and venting systems.

An oral exam before three certi-
fied master chimney sweeps follows.
A performance examination, in
which the sweep cleans and inspects
a chimney in the presence of a certi-
fied master chimney sweep, com-
pletes the exam.

“If you go through the whole pro-
cess, you should have all the mini-
mum knowledge you need to do a
good job,” Bernard said. ‘“Whether
or not the sweeps do or not, we
can’t control.”

Though there are probably tens
of thousands of chimneys in oper-

What to look for
‘In a chimney sweep
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homeowner is getting the job he is
paying for, there are a couple of
things he can do to check a chimney
sweep’s work. A wood-burning
stove and chimney cannot be prop-
erly cleaned in 30 to 45 minutes
unless a liner has been installed
from stove to chimney top.
To be properly cleaned, certified
- sweeps say the stove must be pulled
" out of the fireplace.
On many occasions the stove pro-
duces a hard black shinev glaze

make the chimney safe for another
season, this glaze must be removed.
A brush will not remove this hard
glaze no matter how hard it is
swept. One of several special tools
must be used to remove the glaze.

After the sweep is finished clean-
ing and before the stove is put back
into the fireplace, certified sweeps
say it is a good idea to ask to look up
the chimney.

One should be able to see the
walls of the flue tiles or the brick if
the chimnev has no liner clearlv if

ation across the state, Bernard said
there are only about 100 members
of the guild. Of that number, about
40 sweeps are presently certified.

Of the full-time sweeps operating
in Henderson County, David Mat-
thews and Lee Taylor are members
of the guild, and Anderson is a
member and working toward certifi-
cation. Kufhner is certified in the
guild, and Rutter is the only certi-
fled master sweep.

Master sweep designation with
the guild requires a certified guild
member to produce documentation
that he has cleaned at least 320
chimneys.

Rutter is a retired Air Force ma-
Jjor and has a master’s in business
administration that he earned
through the University of Utah
while in the service.

Since August of last year, he has
been using a Chim-Scan
camera/light system with a nine-
inch television monitor to inspect
chimneys.

Tile in a chimney liner may or
may not be damaged, depending on
how hot and for how long a chimney
fire has burned. “A clay liner starts
cracking at about 1,400 degrees,”
Rutter said.

“A chimney caked with a quarter-
inch of soot and creosote plus a
small spark and enough draft is all
it takes. In a matter of seconds that
chimney can turn into a roaring
inferno.

“As the fire intensifies, the natu-
ral draft keeps on multiplying, and
the temperature can soar to over
2,000 degrees — so hot it can melt
the very mortar that holds the brick
together.”

Rutter said the intense heat and
flames can escape through any
chinks or cracks in the chimney into
the house.

“This county is full of cracked
chimneys. I have lined 50 or 60
chimneys a year, and I haven’t even
scratched the surface,”” he said.

“To me, the Chim-Scan is the
only way you can determine that
there’s a crack in the liner of the

chimney,” city |
Hendrix said. ‘“Yor
down there all
whether there’s s
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