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Whose land?/Land use conflict looms

‘Continued from 7F

work with Harmony officials to
produce a development plan for
the township according to stan-
dards 15. other townships had
adopted since the county formu-
lated them in the 1970s.

Less than two years into the pro-

' cess, Harmony came forward with

its own planning map that varied
greatly from Rock County’s. Differ-
encesincluded:

B Environmental corridors
used to preserve natural features
and noting areas with poor soil
conditions for development, such
as steep slopes and poor drainage
had been largely eliminated from
the planning map.
~ MW Residential development on
400 acres had been added to about

7

1,500 acres that the existing plan
had already designated for hous-
ing growth.

B About, 160 acres of industrial
property had been added to the
proposed Harmony planning map,
and it had been added in areas
along Highway 14 that had been
marked for neighborhood com-
mercial growth.

B Parks/open space and pub-
lic/semi-public land designations
on the proposed map had been
eliminated, including neighbor-
hood parks, the I-90 rest area, the
school building and Camp Rota-
mer.

No written explanation was giv-
en for the changes, and the town
never responded to county plan-
ner Phil Blazkowski’s correspon-
dence or overtures to resolve the

difference’s in the competing
plans.

“Proposed land uses did not
meet the standards that the coun-
ty planning committee requires,
and they sent it back to the town
with their concerns,” Blazkowski
said, “and they never heard back
from them.” ;

Jim Woolstrum, who farms 1,300
acres from his 180-acre farm south-
east of Milton in Harmony Town-
ship, had served on the town board
for 16 years up until thisyear.

Woolstrum believes property
owners should have some right to
develop theirlandifthey want to.

“What are we going to doifa per-
son gets to be 65, and their land is
worth $2,000 an acre, and across
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